Policy Brief

Bergen Addiction Research group (BAR)

Agonist treatment for

Amphetamines Dependence
A Randomised Controlled Trial

(ATLAS4dependence)

Summary

34 million people worldwide use
amphetamines, and 17 million are
dependent on methamphetamine. In
Norway around 10 000 people use
amphetamine >1 time per week. The
disease burden is high. Few
effective interventions are available.

AIM: to investigate the efficacy and
safety of agonist treatment with high
doses of prescribed
Lisdexamphetamine added to the
standard interventions (psychosocial
approaches) in patients with
dependence to amphetamines
undergoing opioid agonist treatment.

DESIGN: This is a multi-centre RCT

including sites from all health regions in

Norway. Main study site is Department
of Addiction Medicine at Haukeland

HELSE BERGEN

University Hospital, and clinics in
Finmark and Sgrlandet are included.

The project period is January 2023 to
January 2027. The research in BAR
is closely integrated with the OAT
clinics in Bergen. Around 70-80 of
the 120 participants will be recruited
from Bergen and 20-25 participants
from each of the other sites

INCLUSION CRITERIA: dependence
to amphetamines with a minimum
duration of 3 years and an average
frequency of use 24 days a week.

Primary outcome is use of illicit
amphetamines.

Secondary outcomes are
psychological distress, and health-
related quality of life, among others.

INVOLVEMENT OF USERS: The
project will have a close collaboration
with the patient organizations
ProLAR Nett (http://prolar.no) and
Foreningen for human
narkotikapolitikk (FHN).
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BERGEN ADDICITON
RESEARCH GROUP (BAR)
aims to conduct research
that contributes to better
health and more evidence
based treatment of patients
with substance use
disorders
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